Requirements of a High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation 

(HOUSSE)


The provisions of No Child Left Behind require that a HOUSSE:

· Be set by the State for both grade appropriate academic subject matter knowledge and teaching skills

· Be aligned with challenging State academic content and student academic achievement standards and developed in consultation with core content specialists, teachers, principals, and school administrators

· Provide objective, coherent information about the teacher’s attainment of core content knowledge in academic subjects taught

· Be applied uniformly to all teachers in the same academic subject area and same grade level throughout the State

· Consider, but not be based primarily, on time taught in the academic subject

· Be made available to the public upon request

· May involve multiple objective measures of teacher competency
North Carolina High Objective Uniform State Standard for Evaluation (HOUSSE)

The North Carolina High Objective Uniform State Standard for Evaluation (HOUSSE) can be used to establish a teacher, not new to the profession, is “highly qualified” as required in PL 107-110 (No Child Left Behind).   To be able to utilize the HOUSSE as a means of establishing a teacher is “highly qualified,” the individual must have taught with a reciprocal state license, full-time for not less than six successive calendar months in one LEA, charter school, or non-public institution. 

To be deemed “highly qualified” in a content area using the HOUSSE, all content standards must be “met,” and the teacher must receive a satisfactory rating on the LEA validated performance evaluation.  To meet a content standard, the teacher must be judged to have met 80% of the content indicators (with an indication of evidence[s] used for making judgments).  A chart indicating eligible evidences for use in making judgments is included.  Multiple indicators must be used.

ONLY trained evaluators are eligible to complete the NC HOUSSE. Evaluators must be “highly qualified” in the license area assessed.  Upon successful completion of the HOUSSE, the LEA Superintendent or designated Personnel Administrator submits Licensure Form HQ to the Licensure Section.
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